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Project Name: Campen Creek Stormwater SOS (Students Outdoor Science) Project   
Primary Sponsor: Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership  
Project type:   ☒ Restoration   ☒ Outreach & Education 

 
1. Project Location.   
The Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project (Campen Creek SOS) will take place within the Campen Creek 
watershed in the city of Washougal, Washington at a City of Washougal owned park (Mable Kerr Park) along the 
lower reach of Campen Creek in conjunction with three area schools.  
 
Campen Creek is part of the 13 square mile Gibbons Creek watershed which sits at the edge of the Columbia River 
Gorge and the National Scenic Area. Campen Creek begins in forest and farm land above Washougal. It flows 
largely within the City of Washougal, through undeveloped areas, parkland, and then through and behind a series 
of Washougal housing developments. At M. Street, the creek enters a ditch that then flows along 39th Street 
across the street from Washougal High School. The creek crosses J. Street and then enters the Orchard Hills Golf 
Club for about ⅓ of a mile before entering Kerr Park for another approximately ⅓ of a mile. Immediately upon 
exiting the park, the creek flows under SE Sunset View Road and enters Gibbons Creek above SE Evergreen Way. 
Gibbons Creek flows through US Fish and Wildlife land, under Highway 14, and then into an elevated channel 
within the Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife Refuge. Gibbons Creek reconnects with its floodplain near the 
Columbia River and finally enters the Columbia River via a fish ladder through the Columbia River dike.  
 
The specific site for the Campen Creek SOS project is within Kerr Park, a 13.73-acre park located between the 
Orchard Hills Golf Club, a housing development, Washougal School District property, and SE Sunset View Road. In 
the northern section of the park, Campen Creek is quite visible and part of a small, open floodplain. A small, 
unnamed tributary enters the creek here. As the creek moves through the park, the terrain is a bit steeper and the 
creek cuts through a small valley.   
 
The specific site proposed for work is at the upper end of Kerr Park in and around the small floodplain area where 
a small trail bridge crosses the creek. This is flattest, most accessible area within the park (likely a terrace from the 
Missoula Floods), the area where the creek is most exposed and lacking riparian vegetation, and where 
stormwater flows into the creek. The planting site consists mostly of reed canary grass and blackberry along the 
creek, with a few mixed stands of alder, big leaf maple, cedar and Douglas Fir. Project schools will come from the 
Camas, Washougal and Vancouver area.  Stormwater lessons will take place at each school.  
 
2. Brief Project Summary.    
The Estuary Partnership will provide 350 students from area schools with a comprehensive stormwater education 
and outreach project that will:  
• Teach local students and community members about the connection between land use, impervious surfaces, 

stormwater, water quality, and species health; 
• Align with grade level science curriculum and helps meet Washington Science Standards; 
• Measure student knowledge to measure project achievements; 
• Engage participants in planting 4,500 trees on 3-acres along Campen Creek to reinforce the project’s 

educational and outreach messages;  
• Improve water quality, increases habitat complexity, lowers stream temperatures, increases dissolved oxygen 

(DO) levels, recruits future large woody debris, and increases microdetritus inputs to the creek; 
• Improves water quality upstream of Gibbons Creek and the Steigerwald NWR in conjunction with the Estuary 

Partnership’s large ($25 million) Steigerwald restoration project which will reconnect Gibbons Creek to its 
floodplain; 
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• Create educational watershed connections between Campen Creek and Steigerwald NWR; and 
• Expose participants to the importance of archaeology and ensure the protection of cultural resources.  

 
3. Problems Statement.  
The Campen Creek project will reduce stormwater impacts to Campen Creek and improve its water quality by 
providing approximately 350 students with a series of two-three stormwater focused, classroom lessons that 
teach them about the connections between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater and water quality, and by 
engaging them (and community members) in planting approximately 4,500 trees and shrubs within a 3-acre 
section of Campen Creek currently lacking native riparian vegetation.  
 
Though little watershed data about Campen Creek exists, Clark County notes in the Gibbons Creek Watershed 
section of their 2010 Clark County Stream Health Report that “historical data and special students indicate water 
quality issues are most significant in Campen Creek.” This is not surprising given that the creek flows through 
developed portions of Washougal including housing developments, roadway ditches, and a golf course. 
Stormwater enters the creek from each of these sources – carrying the typical mix of pollutants (oils, grease, 
metals, toxics, fertilizers), as well as temperature impacts associated with thermal loading and erosion and 
flooding associated with high flow volumes. Fecal coliform, turbidity, and temperature were particularly identified 
as water quality problems in the Clark County, 2007 Stormwater Needs Assessment Program Gibbons 
Creek/Steigerwald Subwatershed Needs Assessment Report (SNAP). Referencing both Campen and Gibbons 
Creeks, the SNAP notes that “patterns observed in the data also indicate that there are likely multiple sources of 
fecal coliform pollution entering the creeks. Bacteria and turbidity levels were often higher during rain events, 
particularly the late summer and early fall events. Therefore, stormwater runoff appears to be an important 
pathway for conveying pollutants accumulating on impervious surfaces to the waterways. The SNAP also notes 
that “Campen Creek is slated to receive most of the new development in Gibbons Creek” (page 29), further 
increasing impervious surface levels, stormwater runoff, and associated water quality problems.  
 
The exact project site is particularly impacted for multiple reasons. One, the site is directly downstream from two 
of Campen Creek’s most impacted reaches – the run in the exposed ditch along 39th Street, a busy two-lane road 
directly across from Washougal High School; and the exposed reach through Orchard Hills Golf Club. Polluted 
stormwater runoff enters both reaches and the lack of any riparian vegetation exposes the creek to solar radiation 
and provides no filtering capacity or habitat benefits. The project area is part of the City’s stormwater system – 
Stormwater Facility 54 – and stormwater from streets, yards, and roofs flows to the site through a grassy swale. 
The site includes Campen Creek’s confluence with a small, unnamed tributary stream that receives stormwater 
inputs from the housing development surrounding it.  
 
These factors, and others, make the specific project site an important site for riparian restoration. Planting native 
vegetation to replace non-native species currently dominating the site will help create a dense and wide riparian 
area full of native trees and shrubs which will improve ecosystem function, slow the stormwater flowing to the 
creek, uptake stormwater pollutants, filter and settle stormwater sediment, enhance stream bank stability, 
improve water quality, and significantly lessen stormwater impacts on the site—while simultaneously improving 
habitat conditions. And confluence areas are particularly important for fish and wildlife. 
 
Finally, the Campen Creek and Gibbons Creek watersheds are critically important within the context of the 
Steigerwald restoration project. That $25 million project will reconnect approximately 960 acres of Steigerwald 
floodplain habitat to the Columbia River to benefit juvenile Columba River basin salmon AND restore year-round 
access for salmon and lamprey to the floodplain and the Gibbons Creek watershed. The project will breach the 
Columbia River dike in three places, expand and re-orient trails, add hundreds of pieces of large wood to the 
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floodplain, plant more than a 100,000 native trees and shrubs, and remove the Gibbons Creek diversion, elevated 
channel, and fish ladder, and reconnect the creek to its floodplain.  
 
Given the enormity and importance of the Steigerwald project, it is critical to work upstream of Steigerwald to 
protect and improve Campen Gibbons Creek water quality for the salmon and lamprey accessing the creeks, and 
the juvenile salmon from throughout the Columbia Basin utilizing the Steigerwald floodplain. As far back as 2007, 
the SNAP noted that “Restoration and protection of Steigerwald wetlands (is) dependent on upstream protection 
of Gibbons Creek.” Clear, cool, unpolluted water from the Campen and Gibbons Creek watersheds is critical to the 
success of Steigerwald. Leaving those creeks to further degrade and input warm, polluted water to the restoration 
site would be problematic (especially given the very well documented harmful effects of stormwater on salmon).  
 
We will also engage the community and elementary school students in hands-on projects to increase their 
understanding of the link between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater, water quality, and species health. 
Stormwater runoff is the number one water quality problem across Clark County and on Campen Creek, in part 
because stormwater runoff is a problem of the commons. Unlike point sources of pollution, stormwater runoff 
comes from various sources, from throughout a watershed, and from multiple land uses. Research shows that 
behaviors and actions of individuals play a significant role in the volume and quality of stormwater runoff. Most 
people don’t understand this relationship or what they can do to lessen their impact. Students are not getting 
adequate science education, especially in early grades, and are not learning about water quality issues. Public 
education and community involvement are critical to addressing stormwater impacts on watersheds, water 
quality, and environmental health.  
 
4. A. What are your project’s goals?  
• Reduce stormwater inputs and improve water quality, habitat conditions, and species health in Campen Creek 

(and downstream at Steigerwald NWR) by planting 3-acres with 4,500 trees and shrubs along the streambank.  
• Enhance riparian habitat along three acres of Burnt Bridge Creek.  
• Teach project participants about the connection between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater, water 

quality, and species health.  
• Engage community members and students in activities that reduce stormwater impacts. 
• Engage participants in activities that reduce stormwater impacts to the lower reach of Campen Creek.  
• Protect cultural resources and teach participants about archeology and the importance of cultural resources. 

 
B. What are your project’s objectives?              

• Deliver two-three, 1-hour science lessons to approximately 350 students in area schools. Science lessons will 
teach students about the connection between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater, water quality, and 
healthy habitats and species. Students will have increased knowledge of their watershed, the role of 
stormwater, and how they can reduce stormwater impacts.  

• Lead seven, approximately four-hour field trips (two classes per trips) to the Campen Creek site to plant native 
trees and shrubs. Engage students and volunteers in field work and teach them how habitat restoration 
activities, like riparian planting, decrease stormwater impacts and benefit water quality.  

• Create and distribute two stormwater fact sheets to teachers, students, parents/guardians, and community 
members that highlight the project’s stormwater educational messages, project activities, and changes that 
people can take to lessen their stormwater impacts.  

• Conduct a quantitative pre- and post-evaluation of the impact and results of the project’s education to 
measure student’s change in watershed and stormwater knowledge.  
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• Improve water quality and habitat in Campen Creek by treating invasive species and planting 3-acres of native 
riparian vegetation. Conduct post-planting invasive species treatments and monitoring for five years, using 
established vegetation monitoring protocols to measure the establishment and survival of riparian plantings.  
 
C. What are the uncertainties and constraints that could impact whether you achieve your objectives?   

The Campen Creek SOS Project has a high likelihood of success and there are few uncertainties or constraints that 
could affect project success. The Estuary Partnership has strong school district, teacher, and community support 
and has been working with area schools on similar projects for 19 years. The Estuary Partnership uses plant 
species and plants in the right months to achieve high plant survival. We will hire licensed vegetation contractors 
to conduct site prep and site maintenance (to limit invasive species competition) and conduct post-planting 
survival monitoring to gauge plant health. Two uncertainties and constraints that may exist are:  

Cultural Artifact Discovery. Given the site’s location there is the possibility that a cultural artifact will be 
discovered during the project. Prior to any planting work, the Estuary Partnership will submit and receive an 
archeological permit from the Washington Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP). The 
Estuary Partnership will also contract with a local archeologist to be on-site during all planting events and will 
keep an Inadvertent Discovery Form (IDP) on-site. Based on previous research, we know DAHP will require the 
permit, the on-site monitoring, and the IDP. These three elements will provide a road map in the event of a 
discovery – and limit any significant disruption in the advent of a discovery Nevertheless, discovery of a significant 
artifact could temporarily stop work. This could impact the project timeline – but not, we think, the project itself.  

Climatic Conditions. Unseasonably high temperatures for prolonged periods, and/or prolonged periods of low to 
no rainfall during the wet season may impact the health, growth, and survival of the native trees planted. Estuary 
Partnership staff have developed an increased understanding of the site based on our previous work on-site. We 
have adapted plant species, and planting timing to ensure the best opportunity for plant establishment. Follow up 
monitoring and additional invasive species treatments will ensure plants are established and growing. Given the 
easy access to the site – the Estuary Partnership may also be able to provide supplemental irrigation (either via 
truck, or volunteer efforts) during any prolonged hot and dry periods.  

D. Project Details.   
a. Provide a narrative description of your proposed project.   

The Campen Creek Project includes seven specific project elements to engage students, teachers, and 
parents/guardians, and community members in a comprehensive stormwater education and engagement 
program to increase knowledge about the connections between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater, water 
quality, and species and watershed health; to teach actions and behaviors that can lessen stormwater impacts; 
and to engage participants in on-the-ground activities that improve water quality and reduce stormwater impacts.  

 
Project Element – Site Prep and Permitting: The Estuary Partnership Restoration Ecologist will develop a planting 
plan, coordinate site prep requirements, and complete permitting requirements for the 3-acre site.  
 
Project Element – Science Lessons: The Estuary Partnership will provide two-three, 1-hour science lessons to 14 
classes, approximately 350 students (The number of lessons is determined with the teacher as we finalize each 
program.) All lessons will take place in the classroom or on school grounds and will explain the interaction 
between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater, water quality, and species health. The Estuary Partnership’s 
lessons are interactive and use tools like enviro-scape and watershed models that allow students to see the 
effects of impervious surfaces on a watershed, the ability of trees to capture and evapotranspirate rainfall, and 
the erosive nature and impacts of stormwater-generated high-water flows. All science lessons will align with the 



LOWER COLUMBIA FISH RECOVERY BOARD 
CLARK COUNTY CLEAN WATER RESTORATION FUND  

APPLICATION NARRATIVE AND SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS 
 

Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership         CCCWRF Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project                   pg. 5 
 

appropriate grade level science curriculum and help teachers and students meet Washington State Science and 
Learning Standards. Providing education about the impacts of stormwater, and what people can do to lessen their 
stormwater impact, is a critical element of many major salmon recovery plans in the region.  
 
Project Element – On Site Archeologist: Through previous research the Estuary Partnership learned about cultural 
resource locations within the Campen Creek watershed. Because of these resources, the Campen Creek project 
includes submitting archeological permit to DAHP and an archeological monitoring component. An archeologist 
develop and submit the permit and be on-site during ground disturbing activities (plantings that involve digging 
small, approximately 6-inch by 6-12-inch deep holes that could potentially expose archeological/cultural artifacts). 
Prior to each planting event, the on-site archeologist will discuss the importance of not disturbing artifacts, teach 
participants how to screen soil from excavated holes, and sample approximately 10% of the holes excavated by 
screening soil through a ¼ inch mesh hardware cloth to look for artifacts.  
 
Project Element – Service-Learning Tree Planting Field Work: The Estuary Partnership will lead service-learning 
field work that engages students, teachers, and volunteers in native tree and shrub planting activities. 
Approximately 350 students and 56 parents/guardians (4 adult chaperones per class) will participate. The field 
work teaches students about the benefits of riparian vegetation to help lessen stormwater impacts, decrease 
stream temperatures, and improve habitat conditions. Over the course of the project, participants will plant 3-
acres with native trees and shrubs at a plant density of 1,500 plants per acre (4,500 plants total).  
 
Project Element – Stormwater Outreach Products: The Estuary Partnership will create two stormwater outreach 
fact-sheets (one per year) that highlight the project’s stormwater messages, describe and promote the project’s 
activities, and inspire project participants and others in the community to make changes to lessen their 
stormwater impacts. The products will be sent home to parents/guardians and distributed throughout the school 
community. The outreach products will reach approximately 1,500 people.  
 
Project Element – Community Planting Projects: The Estuary Partnership will organize and host four planting 
events (two per year) on weekends for community volunteers. Approximately 104 community volunteers  (about 
26 people per event) will augment the student planting projects to meet the goal of 4,500 trees on the 3-acre site. 
 
Project Element – Project Evaluation: The Estuary Partnership will evaluate both the education and the planting 
elements. The Estuary Partnership will conduct pre- and post-project evaluations of students’ stormwater and 
watershed knowledge to measure the impact of the project’s stormwater education. The Estuary Partnership has 
worked with Dr. Paul Michael, Associate Professor of Psychology at Pacific University, to develop and administer 
an objective survey that assesses students’ knowledge and comfort level in the outdoors, among other factors. 
We survey 20% of our students, providing a statistically valid sample of our yearlong student population. We will 
also monitor plant survival by establishing sampling transects within the 3-acre planting area. Sampling plots with 
an eight-meter diameter will be established at equal intervals along the sampling transect. To determine plant 
survival, a count of the number of planted stems and determination of the plant status (Live/Dead) will be 
conducted within each sampling plot. The plant survival goal is 75%.  

b. Provide a scope of work.   

Project Task Responsibility Schedule Deliverable 
Conduct site prep #1 of 3-acres. Contractor, Estuary 

Partnership 
Feb–April 
2020 

First site prep of 3-acre site. 

Finalize planting plan for 3-acres of 
riparian restoration at project site.  

Estuary Partnership Feb–April 
2020 

Established planting plan for the 
3-acre site.  
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Project Task Responsibility Schedule Deliverable 
Confirm participating schools. 
Schedule lessons and field trips. 

Estuary Partnership May–Oct 2020 All schools identified. Lessons 
and field trips scheduled.  

Finalize stormwater curricula. Estuary Partnership 
with teachers 

Aug–Oct 2020 Curricula developed. 

Conduct project site prep # 2 
(mowing/weed whacking and/or 
herbicide treatment of three acres).  

Contractor, Estuary 
Partnership 

Sept–Oct 2020 Second site prep treatment of 3 
acres completed. 

Conduct pre project student 
knowledge assessment survey  

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Sept 2020–
Mar 2021 

Pre project student assessment 
data. 

Deliver two-three, 1-hour classroom 
lessons to 7 classes.  

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Sept 2020–
May 2021 

Lessons delivered to students. 

Develop/distribute 1st stormwater 
outreach product. 

Estuary Partnership Sept 2020–
May 2021 

First stormwater fact sheet 
delivered. 

Lead service-learning tree planting 
field trips for 7 classes.  

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Oct 2020–Mar 
2021 

Completed service-learning 
projects. Trees planted.  

Lead two community plantings  Estuary Partnership Oct 2020–Mar 
2021 

Completed volunteer event. 
Trees and shrubs planted. 

Conduct post project student 
assessment on students. 

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

April 2021–
June 2021 

Post project assessment data. 

Conduct post planting maintenance.  Contractor, Estuary 
Partnership 

May–Oct 2021 Site maintenance completed  

Conduct pre-project student 
knowledge assessment survey. 

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Sept 2021-
May 2022 

Pre-project student assessment 
data. 

Deliver two-three, 1-hour classroom 
lessons to 7 classes. 

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Sept 2021-
May 2022 

Lessons delivered to students. 

Develop/distribute 2nd stormwater 
outreach product. 

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Nov 2021–Apr 
2022 

Second stormwater fact sheet 
delivered. 

Lead service-learning tree planting 
field trips for 7 classes of students.  

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Oct 2021–Mar 
2022 

Completed service-learning 
projects. Trees planted. 

Conduct post project student 
assessment on students. 

Estuary Partnership, 
project schools 

Apr 2022–June 
2022 

Post-project assessment data. 

Lead two community plantings  Estuary Partnership Oct 2022–Nov 
2022 

Completed volunteer event. 
Trees and shrubs planted.  

Conduct post planting maintenance (3 
acres total). 

Contractor, Estuary 
Partnership 

Dec 2022–Oct 
2023 

Site maintenance (invasive 
treatment/watering) on 3-acres. 

Conduct plant survival monitoring 
(75% survival goal).  

Estuary Partnership Oct 2023, 
2025, 2027 

Plant survival monitoring (Year 
1, Year 3, and Year 5). 

 
c. Is the project scalable?   

Yes. If full funding is not available, the Estuary Partnership would work with fewer students and decrease the 
riparian planting acreage and associated number of plants.  

 
d. Explain how you determined your cost estimates.   

The Estuary Partnership developed cost estimates for this project based on actual costs from current projects and 
19 years’ experiences delivering education and service learning-tree planting projects. We have been leading 
student and volunteer riparian planting projects along Clark County streams for several years; this gives us the 
knowledge of how to engage people at restoration sties, prep sites, deliver programs and tree plantings, and 
conduct post-planting vegetation monitoring. Line items for the necessary archeological work was provided by a 
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Camas area resident Nicholas Smits, through his firm Archeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. The budget 
details actual costs for completing the project.  

 
e. Describe your preferred approach for achieving your project’s objectives and the alternatives you 

considered.  
The Estuary Partnership has delivered environmental and stormwater education for 19 years and worked with 
thousands of students. We refine our programming to respond to teacher and student needs, to improve 
effectiveness, to meet funders’ priorities, to help teachers and students meet science standards. As issues evolve, 
such as an increased focus on stormwater, diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI), and changing state science 
standards, we have adapted our programs to stay relevant. We have completed several projects that combine 
stormwater-based lessons with service learning planting projects with measurable and timely success.  
 
Our education programming includes extensive field work to better connect science lessons to practical 
application and to engage students directly in protecting our natural resources. This allows students to see the 
impacts of their actions on the environment. Our preferred approach for providing effective stormwater 
education combines education with field-based planting projects. Years of experience, feedback, and evaluation 
from teachers and students has demonstrated that the combination of science lessons with on-the-ground habitat 
enhancement work is the most effective way for teachers, students, and parents/guardians to learn about their 
impacts on, and opportunities to improve, watershed health. Participants learn more and are more willing to 
change their behaviors if education involves active engagement with the watershed.  
 
In our 19 years, we have evolved our education programming to include more extensive field work to better 
connect classroom lessons to practical application and to engage students directly in protecting our natural 
resources. There are alternatives to students participating in tree plantings (volunteers or contractors) but this 
approach neither allows students to see the impacts of their actions on the environment, nor does it build the 
environmental leadership needed for communities to develop climate resilience.  

 
f. How have lessons learned from completed projects or existing studies and monitoring data informed 

your project?    
Our 19 years of implementing these programs, and implementing an extensive habitat restoration and monitoring 
program, provides many opportunities to learn lessons. We refine and adapt our educational programming to 
continually improve our programs and ensure they meet participants’ needs. Our best data come from teacher 
feedback, student assessment, observing students, and research. We know from multiple research studies that 
today’s children are less connected to the natural world than any previous generation. Research and evidence 
also show that students retain more through applied, hands-on learning. Teachers tell us that they are neither 
trained nor do they have the equipment to teach outdoors.  
 
Over the years working on Clark County streams, we have learned multiple things: what type of site access we 
need and how and when to best access sites; how to coordinate necessary site prep; what plants do well; how to 
coordinate site maintenance; and how to best monitor plant health and survival. Through a variety of funding 
sources, we currently have nearly 20-acres of student and community riparian planting projects in the ground or 
underway. These projects combine stormwater-focused science education, stormwater outreach products, and 
student and volunteer riparian plantings to improve water quality, enhance riparian conditions, and strengthen 
the project’s educational impact. We will apply the lessons learned from those projects to the Campen Creek site.  
 
There is a direct correlation between impervious surfaces in a watershed and water quality, and stormwater is a 
“toxic soup.” It is a major problem throughout the Pacific Northwest and to address these problems, people of all 
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ages and backgrounds need objective information. As communities, states, and the federal government invest in 
climate adaptation, it is important that the costs are fairly distributed, and the benefits are widely felt. To ensure 
equitable outcomes, we prioritize restoration, outreach, and education projects in lower income communities and 
communities of color as these populations are most vulnerable to changing ecological conditions. 
 
Finally, while few Campen Creek water quality studies or reports exist – we know from the SNAP report and the 
2010 Clark County Stream Health report that water quality in Campen Creek is poor and likely to get worse as 
more development occurs. The Steigerwald restoration project, which will restore Gibbons Creek to its historic 
floodplain and restore year-round access for salmon and lamprey to the Gibbons Creek watershed makes 
protecting and improving Campen Creek water quality – through riparian revegetation and stormwater education 
– an even higher priority. Cool clean water from Gibbons Creek is an important element of a successful 
Steigerwald project – and will benefit salmon and steelhead from throughout the Columbia Basin.  

 
g. Describe the long-term stewardship and maintenance needed to sustain the project’s benefits?  

The Estuary Partnership’s stormwater education has been proven to have measurable post-project educational 
benefits in part because the project’s experiential component – engaging participants in tree planting efforts 
along Campen Creek – provides a unique, meaningful and lasting educational experience that strengthens the 
project’s stormwater focused education and lessons. The Estuary Partnership will use our quantitative, post 
project teacher and student evaluation to measure the project’s long term stewardship benefits.  
 
The Estuary Partnership will coordinate post-project site maintenance. We have extensive experience working 
with local vegetation management contractors to coordinate site maintenance activities that ensure the native 
trees and shrubs planted have room to grow and are not being outcompeted by reed canary grass, blackberry, or 
other invasive species. Site maintenance will typically occur 1-2 times per year for the first 2-3 years until plants 
have reached a free-to-grow state. Exact site maintenance work will depend on what the site needs – but will 
likely include herbicide spot or ring sprays and/or weed-whacking to control invasive species. The site is within a 
City of Washougal park focused on walking and nature viewing and the City is committed to the long-term 
restoration and protection of Campen Creek.  

 
E. Context within local Stormwater and/or other Plans. 
a. Discuss how this project fits within or works to implement the strategies of existing stormwater and/or 

other relevant plans for reducing or eliminating the negative effects of stormwater runoff.   
Stormwater runoff is the top water quality problem facing water resources across the country, including in Clark 
County. As such, nearly every watershed, species, or habitat plan – on the state, regional, or local level includes 
actions or priorities around stormwater management, stormwater education, and riparian restoration. The 
Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project integrates implementation of all three key stormwater priorities at an 
important site along Campen Creek.  
 
Likely because of its size and location – few (if any) studies have specifically examined Campen Creek water 
quality or habitat conditions. The best source for information is Clark County’s 2007 Stormwater Needs 
Assessment Program – Gibbons Creek/Steigerwald Subwatershed Needs Assessment Report (SNAP). The report 
notes the urbanization within the Campen Creek drainage, that the Campen Creek watershed is slated to receive 
most of the new development within the Gibbons Creek watershed, that the creek drainage showed poor water 
quality and that the creek is impaired for temperature and bacteria (fecal coliform), and that Campen Creek had 
consistently higher levels of bacteria than upper Gibbons Creek.  
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The Lower Columbia Fish Recover Board’s Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery and Fish and Wildlife Subbasin Plan 
Vol. II – Ch. O Lower Columbia Gorge Tributaries (May 2010) says that temperature monitoring in the Gibbons 
Creek basin in the late 1990s showed regular exceedances of the state standard (64°F [18°C]) as a result of low 
riparian canopy cover levels in these reaches.  
 
The Lower Columbia Fish Recover Board’s Salmon-Washougal and Lewis Watershed Management Plan, which 
includes the Gibbons Creek watershed notes that “although Gibbons and Lawton creeks do not support significant 
abundance of anadromous salmonids, they nevertheless contain some potentially productive habitat that is in 
need of restoration and preservation. These streams are threatened primarily by expanding development from 
the town of Washougal. Effective recovery measures will entail floodplain reconnection, riparian reforestation, 
and land use planning that is adequate to protect habitat forming processes in sensitive areas.” 
 
The City of Washougal’s 2019 Stormwater Management Program specifies two particularly relevant activities to 
the Campen Creek SOS project: provide education to reduce or eliminate behaviors and practices that cause or 
contribute to adverse stormwater impacts; and create stewardship opportunities to encourage residents to 
participate in conservations, monitoring, and education activities. Currently, the segment of Campen Creek within 
the project area is listed by the Ecology as Category 5 for temperature and Category 4A for Bacteria. Aquatic 
species standards are salmonid spawning, rearing, and migration; and Coho summer salmonid habitat.  

 
b. Explain why it is important to do this project now instead of later.    

The Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project is timely for multiple reasons. One, is the stormwater education 
component of the project. Stormwater is a problem of the commons – individual actions have a small impact – 
but combined, those impacts are significant. Fully addressing stormwater impacts on water quality and species 
depends in large part on individual’s changing their behavior to lessen their stormwater impacts. Stormwater 
education – an understanding of how land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater, and water quality interconnect – 
is critical to convincing people to change their behavior to lessen their stormwater impact. The Campen Creek 
Stormwater SOS project provides that stormwater education to hundreds of Washougal area students. As noted 
in multiple plans, stormwater education is critical to addressing stormwater related water quality problems.  
 
Two, the project is timely because Campen and Gibbons Creek water quality are critically important to the success 
of the Steigerwald restoration project. Reconnecting Gibbons Creek with the Steigerwald floodplain increases the 
importance of Gibbon’s Creek delivering cool, clean water to Steigerwald wetlands and off channel habitats.  
 
Finally, changes to the region’s climate highlight the importance of restoring streamside riparian vegetation to 
shade streams and lower water temperatures. Native trees planted need time to grow before their water quality 
and habitat benefits accrue. It’s imperative to plant these native trees now to protect and recover Campen 
Creek’s temperature regime and to offset the impacts of increasing temperatures.  

 
c. If your project is part of a larger overall project or strategy, describe the goal of the overall strategy, 

explain individual sequencing steps, and which of these steps are included in this application for 
funding.  

The Campen Creek Project is part of a larger strategy tied to the Steigerwald restoration project. That project will 
restore 960 acres of historic Columbia River floodplain habitat, restore year-round access for salmon and lamprey 
to the floodplain and the entire Gibbons Creek watershed, and provide significant benefits to salmon from 
throughout the entire Columbia Basin. The will also reduce flooding and flood risk from Gibbons Creek to 
upstream infrastructure, remove approximately 125 acres from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
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flood zone, decrease pumping costs and upcoming maintenance needs, among other benefits. And, the project 
will engage thousands of student and community members in native tree and shrub plantings at the refuge.  
 
Steigerwald project will reconnect Gibbons Creek to its floodplain – and Campen Creek is a major tributary to 
Gibbons Creek. Because Campen Creek’s watershed is more developed, and mostly within the City of Washougal, 
it contributes significant stormwater impacts (pollutants, bacteria, temperature loading) to Gibbons Creek. 
Protecting and improving Gibbons Creek water quality is critical to the long-term success of the Steigerwald NWR 
restoration project. It is illogical to spend millions of dollars improving Steigerwald NWR if the water that flows 
into it is impaired. Working to restore upstream riparian buffers will help protect and improve water quality.  
 
The educational component of the Campen Creek project also compliments Steigerwald. The Campen Creek 
project can link the two sites together for students, to more holistically discuss watershed processes, the impacts 
of stormwater, and the connections between their behaviors and downstream impacts.  
 

F. Project Proponents and Partners.   
a. Describe your experience managing this type of project. 

Since 2000, the Estuary Partnership has provided over 407,704 instructional hours of conservation education to 
81,485 students, led on-water experiences for 26,805 youth and adults, and organized students and community 
members to plant 144,721 native trees and shrubs. Our education team has over 73 years’ combined experience 
designing and delivering classroom and field-based conservation education programs. Five team members have 
earned graduate degrees and three have current teaching licenses.  

The Estuary Partnership developed and implemented a similar education and service-learning tree planting 
project in La Center along Breeze Creek, in Vancouver at multiple sites along Salmon Creek and Burnt Bridge 
Creek, and in Battle Ground at multiple sites along Woodin Creek. Combined, we are in the process of 
revegetating approximately 20-acres of riparian buffer and educating thousands of students about stormwater 
and the connections between land use, impervious surfaces, stormwater and water quality. 

b. List all landowner names. The City of Washougal owns Kerr Park and the Campen Creek project site.  
 

c. List project partners and their role and contribution to the project.  
The City of Washougal will coordinate access to the site for the Estuary Partnership and vegetation contractors, 
coordinate any outreach to project neighbors, and provide documents for the archeological permit. Additional 
partners will be approximately three local schools (see attached Letter of Support from Helen Baller Elementary in 
Camas). Schools will provide access to students and classrooms. Dr. Paul Michael will support project evaluation.  

 
d. Stakeholder Outreach.   

The Estuary Partnership has been implementing similar projects for years with Clark County area schools and have 
received exclusively positive and enthusiastic feedback on our stormwater education and tree planting projects. 
Area teachers are enthusiastic about participating and we expect no opposition to the project. As part of the 
project the Estuary Partnership will post informational signage along the Campen Creek trail during planting 
events. Signage will inform trail users about the project, the importance of riparian vegetation to reducing 
stormwater impacts, and the water quality benefits associated with increased stormwater management.  
 
The Estuary Partnership has been leading field programs for 19 years. Student, teacher, volunteer, and staff safety 
is our number one priority and all Estuary Partnership staff are Red Cross and Wilderness First Aid certified. We 
maintain a high Educator to student ratio to further ensure student safety and teach students how to use planting 
tools (dibble bars or shovels) safely before beginning planting work.   
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Supplemental Questions 

Restoration Project  
Answer the following supplemental questions (these are not included in the ten-page limit): 

A. Will you complete, or have you already completed, a preliminary design, final design, and design report 
before construction? 

1. If no, please describe your design process and list all pre-construction deliverables you will submit 
to LCFRB for review. Including riparian planting plans.  

 
The Estuary Partnership will develop a detailed planting plan for the Campen Creek project. and will 
adaptively implement the plan throughout the project. Plan elements will include extensive site preparation, 
planting approximately 4,500 plants per acre across 3-acres, and conducting post-planting site maintenance. 
Plants will be planted in meandering rows to facilitate maintenance. Rows will be planted approximately 
every three feet in rows with six feet between rows. Plants will be planted as close to the bank of Campen 
Creek as possible. The plant survival goal is 75%.  
 
The table below illustrates the anticipated plant/species list for the Year 1 planting. The Year 2 planting plan 
will be developed prior to the second year.  

Plant List Acres Density/Acre Total Plants 
  3 1,500 4,500 
Vegetation 

Zone Species Common Name % Comp Number 

Scrub-
Shrub 

Wetland 
Acer macrophyllum 

Big leaf maple 
7% 320 

 Alnus rubra Red alder 7% 320 
 Thuja plicata Western red cedar 6% 270 
 Crataegus douglasii Black hawthorne 5% 220 
 Acer circinatum Vine maple 4% 170 
 Symphoricarpos Snowberry 9% 420 
 Sambucus racemosa Red elderberry 9% 420 

 Cornus sericea Red osier dogwood 9% 420 
 Holodiscus discolor Oceanspray 7% 320 
 Rosa nutkana Nootka rose 12% 500 
 Oemleria cerasiformis Indian plum 9% 400 
  Spiraea douglasii Douglas spirea 9% 400 
 Salix sitchensis Sitka willow 7% 320 
  100% 4,500 

 

B. Will your project be designed by a licensed professional engineer? 
1. If not, please describe the qualifications of your design team. 

A planting plan will be developed by an Estuary Partnership Restoration Ecologist who has extensive experience 
developing and implementing riparian planting projects in the region. The Estuary Partnership has extensive 
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experience designing planting plans for large and small projects. We have extensive experience developing and 
implementing planting projects in the watershed and has developed a site prep, planting, and site maintenance 
regime that has achieved high plant survival rates.  

 
C. If this project includes measures to stabilize an eroding stream bank, explain why this bank stabilization 

is necessary to accomplish improved water quality or watershed health, and how the proposed design 
incorporates beneficial stormwater reduction elements while avoiding adverse impacts to upstream, 
downstream or adjacent properties? 
 
Planting riparian vegetation along the Campen Creek streambank will help stabilize the streambank. Over 
time, the riparian vegetation will also help shade the stream and lower water temperatures, provide large 
wood to the creek that helps the creek re-establish with its floodplain, provide nutrients to the creek, and 
other benefits. Riparian tree planting will have no adverse impacts on upstream, downstream, or adjacent 
properties.  
 

D. Describe the steps you will take to minimize the introduction and spread of invasive species during 
construction and restoration. Specifically consider how you will use un-infested materials and clean 
equipment entering and leaving the project area.  
 
The Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project will treat three acres of invasive species, and plant native 
trees and shrubs that provide greater habitat diversity and complexity, and eventually provide shade that 
will limit reed canarygrass growth. The Estuary Partnership will plant only native trees and shrubs. Estuary 
Partnership staff will take great care to clean all boots and field equipment prior to entering the site.  
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Supplemental Questions 

Outreach/Education Project  
 

A. Who is your target audience? Explain why this audience is appropriate for improving watershed health 
by reducing the impacts of stormwater runoff. 
 

Students, teachers, parents/guardians, and other in the school community from three to four Camas-Washougal 
area schools are the primary audience for the Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project. Helen Baller Elementary 
School in Camas is supportive of and already committed to the project. Two to three additional Camas-Washougal 
area schools will also participate in the project.  
 
The target age for students is 4th – 6th grades. The 4th – 6th grade level is an appropriate audience for the Campen 
Creek Stormwater SOS Project, and an appropriate audience for improving watershed health by reducing the 
impacts of stormwater runoff for multiple reasons.  
• 4th – 6th grade levels often have dedicated science teachers and stormwater and watershed education works 

best within a science classroom context – elementary schools do not have this feature.   
• 4th – 6th grade levels are an appropriate young age to take students into the field. They are young enough that 

the on-the-ground work is meaningful and memorable, but also young enough that teachers need extra help 
and support to get students in the field.  

• Estuary Partnership activities and curriculum align with 4th – 6th grade level science standards (such as Earth 
Science).  

• Elementary-aged students are with the same teacher all day, making field trips and classroom lessons easier 
to schedule.  

• Over the years, teachers from these grade levels request our program the most, demonstrating a need for 
environmental education and field programs for 4th – 6th grade students.  

 
B. What are the target pollutants you expect to address? 

 
The Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project will address multiple pollutants. Specifically, the 3-acres of riparian 
reforestation with 4,500 native trees will begin to function like a giant rain garden whose soil, bacteria, plants, 
trees and other ecosystem elements capture and treat many pollutants. Specifically, the project will address: 
temperature (through increased stream shading); fecal coliform (through increased uptake associated with a 
more complex vegetation community); sediment (through increased floodplain complexity that slows water and 
allows sediment to settle into the ground and reduced bank erosion); nutrients like phosphorus and nitrogen 
(through increased absorption and uptake associated with a more complex vegetation community); and toxic 
pollutants such as oils, mercury, lead, copper, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and other metals 
(through volatilization, absorption, adsorption, mircrobial action, and/or plant resistance and uptake).  
 
The project’s education will touch on the wide variety of pollutants found in stormwater, how different behaviors 
create different stormwater pollutants (e.g. phosphorous from car washing, nutrients from lawn fertilization, and 
oils, greases, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons from motor vehicle use), and how adjusting or changing 
behaviors can lessen an individuals’ stormwater impacts.  
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C. What is your strategy for changing behaviors related to watershed health?  Explain how this approach 
has been successful in the past by your organization or by other organizations with similar missions.  

The Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project uses a combination strategy of school-based stormwater education 
and on-the-ground, active, engagement in tree planting activities that will help lessen the impacts of stormwater 
on Campen Creek. We use this approach because - through 15-years of providing environmental education and 
through programs like Washington’s No Child Left Inside Program, and through a growing body of research, we 
know that students (and adults) learn better and more completely when classroom lessons are combined with 
hands-on experiences. These programs increase students’ academic performance, self-esteem, personal 
responsibility, community involvement, personal health, and understanding of nature. Simply put, they are much 
more effective at building life-long knowledge and inspiring behaviors that lessen stormwater impacts and 
improving watershed health than a simple outreach event, outreach product, or stand-alone classroom lessons. 

D. How would you define success in this outreach and/or education project? 

The Estuary Partnership will define success by:  
 
• The number of teachers, students, and parents/guardians engaged; 
• The site is prepped as defined, planted with 4,500 trees, and plant survival rate is 75%; 
• There is a statistically significant change in student stormwater knowledge as a result of the project measured 

using pre- and post-project evaluations; and 
• All administrative aspects of the project grant are completed.  
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LCFRB Grant Application Budget Detailed Form 2/2016

CCCWRF Budget Spreadsheet
Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project

#REF!
OVERALL PROJECT 

GRANT 
REQUEST

MATCH 
(optional)

Budget must 
account for all 

costs to complete 
the project

Enter only the 
amount of the 
grant request

Category Qty Unit Rate Amount Amount Match

Source (Grant, Cash, 
Materials, Labor, 
Volunteers, etc)

 Type (Federal, 
State or Local?) 

Services
Bus Transportation Field trip bus transportation for students to and 

from project site
7.00                      -                       $225.00 1,575$                     1,575$                -$                  

Ground Transportation: Mileage Estuary Partnership staff to and from schools 
and field sites

1,800.00              -                       $0.58 1,044$                     1,044$                -$                  

Pre-Planting Site Prepartion (Contractor) Two mow/herbicide treatments (3-acres) 1.00                      -                       5,000.00$       5,000$                     5,000$                -$                  

Permit 1.00                      4,000.00$       4,000$                     4,000$                -$                  
Cultural Resources On Site Monitoring 1.00                      14,000.00$    14,000$                   14,000$              -$                  

STotal 25,619$                   25,619$             -$                  
Labor
Community Programs Director Salary and Fringe [oversee project, develop 

BMP and planting plants, develop stormwater 
outreach products content]

80.00                   -                       74.16$             5,933$                     5,933$                -$                  

Senior Environmental Educator Salary and Fringe [Deliver Schedule 
programming with teachers; deliver lessons, 
distribute stormwater outreach products, lead 
service learning tree plantings field trips, assist 
with community planting events]

172.00                 -                       46.88$             8,063$                     8,063$                -$                  

Environmental Educator Salary and Fringe [Develop curricula, deliver 
lessons, distribute stormwater outreach 
products, lead service learning tree plantings 
field trips, assist with community planting 
events]

172.00                 -                       37.95$             6,527$                     6,527$                -$                  

Environmental Educator Salary and Fringe [Develop curricula, deliver 
lessons, distribute stormwater outreach 
products, lead service learning tree plantings 
field trips, assist with community planting 
events]

172.00                 -                       39.45$             6,785$                     6,785$                -$                  

Environmental Educator Salary and Fringe [Develop curricula, deliver 
lessons, distribute stormwater outreach 
products, lead service learning tree plantings 
field trips, assist with community planting 
events]

172.00                 -                       36.67$             6,307$                     6,307.24$          

Environmental Educator Salary and Fringe [Develop curricula, deliver 
lessons, distribute stormwater outreach 
products, lead service learning tree plantings 
field trips, assist with community planting 
events]

172.00                 -                       31.08$             5,346$                     5,346$                -$                  

Environmental Educator Salary and Fringe [Develop curricula, deliver 
lessons, distribute stormwater outreach 
products, lead service learning tree plantings 
field trips, assist with community planting 
events]

172.00                 -                       33.00$             5,676$                     5,676$                -$                  

Volunteer Coordinator Salary and Fringe [Deliver Schedule and 
organize volunteer community plantings; 
deliver lessons, distribute stormwater outreach 
products, lead service learning tree plantings 
field trips]

172.00                 -                       48.47$             8,337$                     8,337$                

Restoration Ecologist Salary & Fringe [Develop planting plants, BMPs, 
oversee cultural resources survey, manage 
permitting]

40.00                   -                       40.56$             1,622$                     1,622$                -$                  

Parent/Guardian Planting Labor Adult Chaperones in kind donation of time 308.00                 -                       22.00$             6,776$                     -$                     6,776$              

Student Planting Labor Students service learning donation of time 700.00                 -                       15.00$             10,500$                   -$                     10,500$           

Community Volunteer Planting Labor Community volunteers 572.00                 -                       22.00$             12,584$                   -$                     12,584$           
-$                  

STotal 84,457$                   54,597$             29,860$           
Materials
Plants Native trees and shrubs 4,500.00              -                       2.00$               9,000$                     9,000$                -$                  
Planting Supplies Shovels, gloves, flagging -                        -                       750.00$          750$                         750$                    -$                  
Education Supplies Field guides, paper for student field testing 

results, other education supplies
-                        -                       500.00$          500$                         500$                    -$                  

STotal 10,250$                   10,250$             -$                  

Outreach & Education Subtotal 120,326$                90,466$             29,860$           

Services
-                        -                       -$                 -$                          -$                     -$                  

STotal -$                          -$                    -$                  
Labor

-                        -                       -$                 -$                          -$                     -$                  
STotal -$                          -$                    -$                  

Materials
-                        -                       -$                 -$                          -$                     -$                  

STotal -$                          -$                    -$                  

Restoration Subtotal -$                          -$                    -$                  
Administrative Costs
Finance & Contract Manager Salary & Fringe (Manage the contract and all 

reporting requirements)
80.00                   -                       62.70$             5,016$                     5,016$                -$                  

-                        -                       -$                 -$                          -$                     -$                  
STotal 5,016$                     5,016$                -$                  

 GTOTAL 125,342$                95,482$             29,860$           

Description Approved Rate  Total Project 
Base 

Indirect 30.610% -$                 18,248$                   18,248$              -
STotal 18,248$                   18,248$              -$                  

GTOTAL 143,590$                113,730$           29,860$           

Indirect Costs 

Make sure to double check the total formula links if extra lines are added to the worksheet!

The Grant  Request and Match should equal the total 
project cost and Budget Check cell should be 0. Sponsors 
must account for all sources and types of match need to 

complete the project.

Outreach and Education

Restoration
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CITY HALL 

1701 C Street 
Washougal, WA 

98671 

(360) 835-8501
Fax (360) 835-8808 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

1320 A Street 
Washougal, WA 

98671 

(360) 835-870 I
Fax (360) 835-7559 

FIRE & RESCUE 

1400 A Street 
Washougal, WA 

98671 

(360) 835-2211
Fax (360) 699-4859 

Debrah Marriott 

Executive Director 

Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership 

811 SW Naito Parkway, Suite 410 

Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Debrah, 

This letter is to support the Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership (Estuary Partnership) grant application to the 

Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board Clark County Clean Water Restoration Fund. The City of Washougal 

supports the Estuary Partnership's project to engage area students and volunteers in stormwater education 

and native plant and riparian restoration efforts along Campen Creek within the City of Washougal owned 

Mable Kerr Park. We believe this project presents an important opportunity for public and non-profit groups 

to join together to improve water quality on Campen Creek, educate local youth about the creek and creek 

health, and to improve overall site conditions. 

Campen Creek is an important watershed within the City of Washougal and the City undertaken a variety of 

measures to improve creek health. Within the 13.73-acre Mable Kerr Park that Campen Creek flows through, 

Campen Creek is water quality limited for multiple parameters. It is listed as Category 5 for Temperature, 

Category 4A for Bacteria, and Category 1 for Ammonia-N. The creek is surrounded by blackberry, reed canary 

grass and other invasive species, lacks adequate shade and cover, and completely lacks a native understory. 

Campen Creek is also a major tributary to Gibbons Creek, which flows into and through the Steigerwald Lake 

National Wildlife Refuge (Steigerwald). The City of Washougal, along with other important partners, including 

the WA Dept of Ecology, is partnering with the Estuary Partnership on a major project at Steigerwald that will 

(among many other things) take Gibbons Creek out of its elevated channel and reconnect it with its floodplain, 

and breach the Columbia River dike in multiple places to reconnect the floodplain to the Columbia River. Given 

the significant amount of flow that Campen Creek contributes to Gibbons Creek, and the size of the 

Steigerwald project, there is a very strong incentive and synergy to improving Campen and Gibbons Creek 

water quality before it enters the Steigerwald NWR. 

The City of Washougal also supports the project's strong stormwater education component. Students will 

learn about importantly water quality issues, how land use and stormwater interact, what they can do to 

lessen their stormwater footprint, and how planting native trees and shrubs can improve water quality and 

watershed conditions. In addition, because of the site's cultural significance, the project includes a unique 

archaeological approach that integrates archeological monitoring with student planting to provide an even 

greater educational experience. Finally, a popular walking trail runs through the park. Temporary interpretive 

signage will promote the project, education the public about the work taking place, and encourage people to 

get involved. 

The City of Washougal will work closely with the Estuary Partnership to develop and implement the on-the

ground aspects of the project. As a dedicated steward of Campen Creek, we are committed to seeing the creek 

restored and will provide our support to help the Estuary Partnership achieve riparian restoration at the 3-acre 
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October 21, 2019 

Dear Review Team: 

I am writing in support of the Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership’s (EP) grant application through the Lower 
Columbia Fish Recovery Board for the Campen Creek Stormwater SOS Project. Students will learn about important 
water quality issues, how land use and stormwater interact, what they can do to lessen their stormwater 
footprint, and how planting native trees and shrubs can improve water quality and watershed conditions. In 
addition, because of the site’s cultural significance, the project includes a unique archaeological approach that 
integrates archeological monitoring with student planting to provide an even greater educational experience.  

Hellen Baller Students have participated in EP-led projects for several years. Through their participation, they have 
developed appreciation for their local community and have a stronger sense of belonging in their watershed, 
knowing they helped to created lasting change  

Additionally, the Estuary Partnership led field trips are a great way for student to put knowledge gained in the 
classroom into action through on-the-ground restoration.  After receiving a series of three in-class water quality 
and stormwater focused lesson, students then experience their watershed first-hand, taking part in watershed 
exploration and implementation of a service learning project.  This field trip is a valuable experience that solidifies 
key watershed concepts learned in the classroom.  The Estuary Partnership fosters an appreciation for the natural 
world, specifically our local watershed, while making connections to Washington State Science Standards.   

The class lessons on stormwater, native plants, and food webs deepen students’ understanding of what effects 
water quality and why we need to care about water quality.  The Estuary Partnership also brings with them an 
amazing collection of animal artifacts that give my students the opportunity to learn about the many animals that 
visit the natural areas we visit. As teachers, we do not have the resources to accumulate such as rich collection.   

The EP has been amazing to work with over the years.  Each person I have worked with has a strong passion for 
their job, manages classes well, and enjoys working with children.  My students do water quality testing at Salmon 
Creek throughout the year and partnering with the EP through the lessons and restoration planting has enriched 
the water testing project.  Students are more invested from the start of the year.  The Washougal community has 
benefited from EP’s involvement over the years as our watersheds are being improved and our future leaders are 
growing up with more knowledge and experience that will help them be informed community members in the 
future.  

I strongly encourage you to support the Estuary Partnership, thank you for your consideration.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me with any questions.   

Sincerely, 

Caitlan Wagner 
5th Grade Teacher 
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Photo 1 – Campen Creek project site. 

Large areas lack native riparian 

vegetation. 
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 Photo 2 – Campen Creek project site. 

Blackberry and reed canary grass 

dominate the understory. 
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LCFRB Project Partner 
Contribution Form 
 

Project Partner:  City of Washougal 

Partner Address:  1701 C Street, Washougal, WA 98671 

Contact Person: Suzanne Grover  

                          (Parks and Cemetary Program Manager 

First Name:   Suzanne    Last Name:  Grover 

Organization:  City of Washougal  

Mailing Address:   1701 C Street, Washougal, WA 98671 

E-Mail Address:   Suzanne.Grover@cityofwashougal.us 

Description of contribution to project:      

The City of Washougal will help coordinate access to the site for the Estuary 

Partnership and site contractors. The City will help promote the volunteer plantings 

and help provide any necessary notices to neighbors.  

 

 

Estimated value to be contributed: $      

__________________________________________________________ October 23, 2019 

Partner’s signature        Date 
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